86TH CONGRESS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REPORT 
1st Session No. 176 


AMENDING SECTION 2(b) OF THE COLUMBIA BASIN 
PROJECT ACT 


Marca 5, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Roaers of Texas, from the Committee on Interior and Insular 
Affairs, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H.R. 1306] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H.R. 1306) to amend section 2(b) of the Columbia 
Basin Project Act, as amended, having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill 
as amended do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 

That notwithstanding any provisions of sections 2(b) (iii), 2(b)(iv), and 4(b) of 
the Columbia Basin Project Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. ch. 12D), conformed 
farm units, or portions of farm units, comprising not more than 640 acres of 
irrigable land on the Columbia Basin project may be sold by the Secretary of the 
Interior and others to the State of Washington for use by the State College of 
Washington for agricultural research purposes, and water may be delivered 
from, through, or by means of the project works to or for conformed farm units 
comprising no more than that acreage, as nonexcess lands, whether so acquired 
or already held by the State, as long as they are used for those purposes. Except 
as otherwise provided in this Act, any lands sold to the State under this Act 
shall be governed by the provisions of the Columbia Basin Project Act, as amended, 
and regulations of the Secretary issued pursuant thereto. 


Amend the title so as to read: 
A bill to provide for the sale of Columbia Basin project lands to the State of 
Washington, and for other purposes 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this legislation is to permit the sale of up to 640 
acres of Columbia Basin project lands to the State College of Wash- 
ington for agricultural research purposes and the delivery of water 
through project facilities of this acreage. Under the Columbia Basin 
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Project Act, unlike the general Federal reclamation laws, the limita- 
tion on the acreage to which water may lawfully be delivered is ap- 
plicable to State-owned lands as well as private land. In the absence 
of such legislation as H.R. 1306, water could therefore be delivered to 
no more than 160 acres of State-owned land. 

Except for the number of acres, the lands sold to the State will be 
subject to the provisions of the Columbia Basin Project Act, as 
amended, including the provisions governing the price at which they 
are to be sold. 


COST 
This legislation involves no cost to the Federal Government. 
NEED 


The need for agricultural research facilities in the Columbia Basin 
project area has greatly increased since the Bureau of Reclamation 
closed down its development farms in the area in 1956 and 1957. 
Problems have developed in connection with all project crops, and 
these problems have brought about an extensive research project 
by the State College of Washington and the State department of 
agriculture. At the present time, this research is being carried out on 
leased lands and lands donated by the project farmers, but this has 
proved to be an unsatisfactory arrangement. This legislation would 
permit the college to acquire the necessary project lands to carry out 
its agriculture research program. An experimental farm would be 
operated in conjunction with existing experiment stations. Problems 
in water management and drainage are among those which would be 
studied. 


This legislation has the support of the Washington State College, 
the Washington Department of Conservation and Development, the 
Governor of the State of Washington, and interested farm groups. 
The legislation also has the approval and support of the Department 
of the Interior. 


AMENDMENT 


The bill as introduced was directed only to the matter of authorizing 
the delivery of water from Columbia Basin project works to a maxi- 
mum of 640 acres of State college land. It was understood that the 
college would acquire the lands by exchange or purchase from non- 
Federal owners. However, testimony given the committee indicated 
the college expected to purchase the lands from the Federal Govern- 
ment and, as existing authority prohibits Federal sale of more than 
160 acres to a single owner, it was necessary to amend the bill. 

In the consideration of language to provide this additional authority 
and the complications caused by inserting the necessary additional 
language in the middle of an already complicated section of the basic 
act, it seemed to the committee that the whole matter could be handled 
more simply and clearly in another way. Language was developed 
which, without formally amending the basic act, provides the desired 
authority by making an exception to it, In addition to simplifying 
the language, the amendment more clearly indicates what is involved 
in the legislation and, from that standpoint, is preferable. The 
language of this amendment has been approved by the Department 
of the Interior and the author of the bill. 
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DEPARTMENT'S REPORT 


The report of the Department of the Interior recommending enact- 
ment of this legislation follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.C., February 6, 1959. 
Hon. Wayne N. Aspinatt, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. AspInatu: This responds to your letter of January 27, 
1959, with regard to H.R. 1306, a bill to amend section 2(b) of the 
Columbia Basin Project Act, as amended. 

H.R. 1306 is identical to the proposed substitute bill which was 
attached to our report to your committee on H.R. 11139, 85th Con- 
gress. For the reasons expressed in that report, we recommend the 
enactment of H.R. 1306. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection 
to the submission of this recommendation to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Frep G. AANDAHL, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs recommends enact- 
ment of H.R. 1306. In so recommending, the committee wants to 
make it clear that its action is based upon the fact that use of the 
lands for agricultural research purposes will benefit all the people in 
the area and that approval in this instance will not be considered a 
precedent for additional requests for project service to ownerships 
larger than those permitted under the Columbia Basin Project Act. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with clause 3 of Rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as 
introduced, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted 
is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing 
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


SECTION 2, SuBSECTION (b) oF THE CoLtuMBIA BAsIN Progect Act (57 
Stat. 14, 15, 16 U.S.C. 835a), as AMENDED 


Sec. 2(b)(i) * * * 

(iv) Lands within the project held by any landowner in excess of 
the farm unit or units to which water may lawfully be delivered as 
provided in subsection (iii) of this subsection shall be deemed excess 
land: Provided, That if excess land is acquired by foreclosure or other 
process of law, by conveyance in satisfaction of mortgages, by inherit- 
ance or by devise, water therefor may be furnished temporarily for a 
period not exceeding five years from the effective date of such acquisi- 
tion, delivery of water thereafter ceasing until the transfer thereof to 
a landowner duly qualified to secure water therefor. 
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(v) Water may be delivered from, through, or by means of the project 
works to or for conformed farm units comprising a total irrigable area of 
not more than six hundred forty acres held by the State of Washington for 
use by the State College of Washington for agricultural research purposes, 
noturthstanding the muximum irrigable area limitations on the delivery of 
water to farm units provided in subdivision (iii) of this subsection or the 
fact that one or more of those units may be deemed to be excess lands under 
the provisions of subdivision (iv) of this subsection. 

(v)] (vi) As used in this Act, the terms “owner”, “landowner”, 
and ‘“‘any one landowner” denote any person, corporation, joint-stock 
association; the term ‘family’ denotes a group consisting of either 
or both husband and wife, together with their children under eighteen 
years of age, or all of such children if both parents are dead; the term 
“their children” includes the issue and lawfully adopted children of 
either or both husband and wife; and the term “lands within the 
project” denotes those lands within the boundaries of the existing 
Columbia Basin irrigation districts, or revisions thereof approved by 
the Secretary, which the Secretary determines may be supplied water 
from, through, or by means of the project works and are required to 
be included to provide for sound development and operation of the 
project. Lands shall be deemed to be held by a family, if held as 
separate property of husband or wife, or constitute a part or all of 
their community property, or if they are the property of any or all of 
their children under eighteen years of age. Lands held in trust for 
any person shall, for the purpose of this Act, be deemed to be held 
both by that person and, if the trustee derives any profit or advantage 
from the trust other than a moderate fixed fee for the management 
of the same, by the trustee. 
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AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF THE 
INTERIOR TO CONDUCT STUDIES AND RENDER A REPORT ON 
THE FEASIBILITY OF DEVELOPING THE WATER RESOURCES OF 
THE SALT FORK AND PRAIRIE DOG TOWN FORK OF THE RED 
RIVER IN THE STATE OF TEXAS 


Marcy 5, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Rocers of Texas, from the Committee on Interior and Insular 
Affairs, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H.R. 4405] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H.R. 4405) to authorize and direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct studies and render a report on the feasibility 
of developing the water resources of the Salt Fork of the Red River 
in the State of Texas, having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon with an amendment and recommend that the bill as amended 
do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 


Amend the title so as to read: 


A bill to authorize and direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to conduct studies and render a report on the feasibility of 
developing the water resources of the Salt Fork and Prairie 
Dog Town Fork of the Red River in the State of Texas. 


PURPOSE 


This legislation authorizes and directs the Department of the 
Interior to undertake an investigation and to report to the Congress 
on the a s, of —— the water resources of the Salt Fork 

or 


and the Prairie Dog Town of the Red River within the State of 
Texas for furnishing municipal and industrial water supplies, for 
rrigation, and for other purposes. 
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cost 


There is existing authority for the appropriation of funds to make 
such investigations as this and, therefore, this bill authorizes no addi- 
tional appropriation. It is estimated the cost involved would not 
exceed $165,000. 

EXPLANATION AND NEED 


The Prairie Dog Town Fork rises in the northern part of the State 
of Texas, southwest of the town of Amarillo, and flows almost due 
east from there into Oklahoma where it joins the Salt Fork and the 
North Fork and becomes what is known as the Red River. The Salt 
Fork lies to the north and parallel to the Prairie Dog Town Fork and 
is a tributary of that stream. 

The water resources in this part of Texas are very limited. At the 
same time there is an urgent need for additional suitable water supplies 
for municipal and industrial purposes, as well as for irrigation. The 
two streams involved in this study offer the only opportunity for 
impounding surface water for beneficial consumptive-use purposes. 

Some information on the area is available as a result of limited 
studies by local agencies and by the Federal Government in connec- 
tion with the Arkansas-White-Red River Basin investigations and the 
Mangum project investigations. However, before the feasibility of 
development on these two streams can be determined, more detailed 
study and investigations are required. Information is needed on the 
quantity, occurence, and quality of the surface and ground water 
supplies; the potential requirements of water by municipalities, indus- 
tries, and irrigation projects; the location, capacity, and other char- 
acteristics of the dam or dams which would be required; and the cost, 
benefits, and repayment which might be expected. The bill provides 
for developing this needed information and, on the basis thereof, for 
determining the feasibility of developing the water resources. 

In addition to furnishing the detailed information required for 
formulating a plan for developing the water resources, the studies and 
report would be valuable in connection with negotiations presently 
underway among representatives of the States of Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, and Louisiana with respect to a Red River Basin compact. 
This would assist in completing the basic data necessary to an equitable 
allotment of water among the States and would provide Texas with a 
plan for using the Red River Basin water allotted to it. 

The studies would be made in cooperation with the Corps of 
Engineers, the Geological Survey, the Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
State, and the local agencies that have already initiated studies in 
the area 

DEPARTMENT REPORT 


The report of the Department of the Interior favoring the enact- 
ment of this legislation follows 


COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs recommends that 
H.R. 4405 be enacted. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.C., February 27, 1959. 
Hon. Wayne N. AspiINaLu, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. AspiInauu: This responds to your request for the views 
of this Department on H.R. 4405, a bill to authorize and direct the 
Secretary of the Interior to conduct studies and render a report on 
the feasibility of developing the water resources of the Salt Fork of 
the Red River in the State of Texas. 

We favor the enactment of the bill. 

H.R. 4405 would direct this Department to undertake an investiga- 
tion and report to the Congress on the feasibility of developing the 
waters of the Salt Fork and Prairie Dog Town Fork of the Red River 
within the State of Texas for municipal, industrial, and other uses. 
We have some limited information with respect to the area covered by 
the bill which was acquired in connection with the Arkansas-White- 
Red River Basins studies and other matters. This information indi- 
cates that there is a need for the development of additional, suitable 
water supplies for municipal and industrial uses as well as for irriga- 
tion. We understand that, at least in partial response to such need, 
two local agencies—the Greenbelt Water Control and Improvement 
District and the Collingsworth County Water Control and Improve- 
ment District—have employed private engineering firms to investigate 
the possibility of developing water supplies at two prospective reservoir 
sites. 

If the bill should be enacted, we would propose to undertake, first, 
a general reconnaissance survey of the Salt Fork Basin and Prairie 
Dog Town Fork Basin areas lying in the State of Texas, to gather and 
coordinate all available information with regard to the water potential 
of the area, including both ground and surface waters, and possibilities 
of developing usable water supplies for irrigation and for municipal 
and industrial uses, taking into account the investigations being made 
for the districts mentioned above and their results. On the basis of 
the reconnaissance survey, we could then determine which possible 
developments would warrant the feasibility studies called for in the 
bill to be undertaken thereafter. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there would be no 
objection to the submission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Frep G. AANDAHL, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


O 








86TH CONGRESS } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REpPoRT 
1st Session No. 182 


AUTHORIZING THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE TO 
MAKE CERTAIN STUDIES AND INVESTIGATIONS 


Marc# 5, 1959—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Dexansy, from the Committee on Rules, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. Res. 93] 


The Committee on Rules, having had under consideration House 
Resolution 93, report the same to the House with the recommenda- 
tion that the resolution do pass with the following amendments: 

Page 2, after line 24, insert new paragraph as follows: 


Provided, That the committee shall not undertake any investi- 
gation of any subject which is being investigated by any 
other committee of the House. 


Page 3, line 3, strike out “or outside”’. 


O 








867TH Concress ) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES f§ REPORT 
1st Session 


AUTHORIZING THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
TO CONDUCT STUDIES AND INVESTIGATIONS RELAT- 
ING TO MATTERS WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION 


Marca 5, 1959.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Detaney, from the Committee on Rules, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. Res. 182] 


The Committee on Rules, having had under consideration House 
Resolution 182, report the same to the House with the recommenda- 
tion that the resolution do pass with the following amendments: 

Page 1, after line 5, insert new paragraph as follows: 


Provided, That the committee shall not undertake any 
Investigation of any subject which is being investigated by 
any other committee of the House. 


Page 1, line 9, strike out ‘“‘or without”. 


0 








86TH CONGRESS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { #£Reporr 
1st Session No. 184 


CONSIDERATION OF S. 79 


Marca 5, 1959.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed 


Mr. TrimBLez, from the Committee on Rules, submitted the following 
REPORT 
[To accompany H. Res. 200] 


The Committee on Rules, having had under consideration House 
Resolution 200, report the same to the House with the recommenda- 
tion that the resolution do pass. 


O 





